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Trinity Lutheran Church, 1245 New Hampshire, Lawrence, Kansas 66044  
(Just south of South Park);  785-843-4150;  www.tlclawrence.org   

Transition Ministry News  
Staff listing, Office Hours, 
Advent Event 
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Ministries:  Pledges, Year-End 
Giving, Ministry Opportunities,  
Council Roster, Ministry Leaders  

3  

Education Ministries:  TALL, 
Childrenôs Program, TLC 
Singles, Menôs Fellowship, 
RMDôs, Newsletter Deadline 
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Ministries:  WELCA Mitten 
Tree & Thanks!, Stephen 
Ministers 

5 

December Calendar  
 

Insert 

Ministries:  Pet Pantry,  
Sewing Ministry, LCM-KU, 
Birthday Card Shower 

6 

FYI: Stats, Altar/Radio 
Support, Staff Christmas Gift, 
Hollis Art Fair, Festival of 
Nativities, Sign up for News,  
Food Pantry, Financial Update  

7 

Mailing Page:  Poinsettia form 8 
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4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÄÖÅÎÔ ÍÉÄ×ÅÅË 
3ÏÕÐ ÓÕÐÐÅÒÓ Ǫ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ  
ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÅÁÃÈ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȢ 

 Soup suppers -  5:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
Holden Evening Prayer - 6:30 p.m., in the Chapel  
Sign up at the Welcome Desk to choose a week  

to provide soup and/or sandwiches. 
Lutheran Disaster Response (ELCA) will receive the Advent midweek 
special offering.      
 As part of the Advent observance, Trinity will purchase a balled 
dogwood tree.  Worshippers will be invited to write prayer concerns on ñfakeò 
leaves, and attach these to the branches of the dogwood.  Later, the tree will 
be planted in the courtyard, and the ñleavesò burned in the firepit. If you have 
questions about the Advent meals and observance, please see Ward Scott, 
minister of music and worship, roger.ward.scott@gmailcom. 

(ÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȡ 
 

Christmas Eve:  4 and 7 p.m., in the Sanctuary 
No Service Christmas Day 

A portion of the Christmas offering will benefit  
Once We Were Refugees 

 

Sunday, Dec. 30: one service at 9:30 a.m. 



42).)49 34!&& 
By phone: 785-843-4150 
Internet: www.tlclawrence.org 
Find us on Facebook, sign up for 
weekly news on Constant Contact. 

2 

/ǣÃÅ (ÏÕÒÓȡ    
9 a.m.-12 p.m., Monday-Friday.  
 The church office will close 
at 12 noon, Christmas Eve,  Dec. 24, 
and all day Dec. 25 and 26 for 
Christmas holiday. Other weekdays, 
volunteers are in the office to answer 
phones in the morning. 
 Please call before dropping 
by. Except on holidays or vacations, 
other staff are here throughout the 
day, but may not be in the office area 
of the church.  
 For security, the NE door is 
locked except for services and events. 
Please press button by the key pad.  

-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ 
 

 ñA place of Grace, with a call 
for all to continue the work of Jesus.ò 

Transition Consultant 
           Pr. Michael Kerr, 816-560-0325 

 pastorkerr@earthlink.net 
 

Resident Pastoral Minister 
           Pr. Lou Flessner, 512-216-3772 
 louflessner@gmail.com 
 

Resident Pastoral Minister 
           Pr. Jessica Derise, 785-551-8463 
 pastorjess71@yahoo.com  
 

Minister of Worship and Music 
 Ward Scott; Ext. 210 
 roger.ward.scott@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator 
 LaDonna Atchinson; Ext. 204 
 llatchinson@tlclawrence.org 
 

Property Manager 
             Brad Richardson; Ext. 214 
 richbud@hotmail.com 
 

c 
 

For Questions on Contributions     

     financialsecretary@tlclawrence.org 
 Financial office, Ext. 208 
 

K.U. Campus Ministry 

 Rev. Shawn Norris 
 843-4948; 
 lcmkansas@gmail.com 
 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΦΧή 
ñStir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By 
your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for 
your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amenò 
 
 With the words of this Prayer of the Day, 
we begin the season of Advent and a new church year.  We are 
reminded that it is the stirring power and the merciful protection of 
Christ that awaken and transform us to receive the arriving Christ. 
  
 We treasure the familiar Advent rituals of cooking and 
baking, clearing and cleaning, lighting, wrapping, reading and 
singing.  Again this year, we will meet on the four Wednesday 
evenings before Christmas to share a simple supper and sing Evening 
Prayer.  Each week we will take a new look at Mary, Mother of our 
Lord.  Into a darkening world, she bears the radiant Light of Christ, 
which exposes and transforms.  There is a terror and a grace in 
Advent.  We cannot miss it. 

 
Pastor Lou 

!ÄÖÅÎÔ %ÖÅÎÔ +ÉÃËÓ /ǟ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ 
 Christmas music and good food are part of the holiday season, and 
Trinityôs Stephen Ministers are offering an event to start the season. 

 Gather Sunday, Dec. 2, after the 11 a.m. service, for a special 
Advent event in the Fellowship Hall featuring a meal, followed by a 
musical program.   
 TLCôs Stephen Ministry team will provide the ñmeat and 
potatoes.ò Members should please bring potluck dishes according to the 
first letter of their last names: 
  

 !-,ȡ 3ÁÌÁÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÂÌÅÓ 
 --:ȡ $ÅÓÓÅÒÔÓ   
 

 The Trinity Bell Choir and Trinity Symphonic Ensemble will 
perform many favorite Advent and Christmas songs.  Please plan to 
attend, and feel free to invite friends!  
 Also at the event, information from the congregational cottage 
meetings will be passed out. Our focus over the next six months will be on 
building connections with each other; improving communication; 

strengthening leadership, 
and initiating cultural 
changes. 

  

&ÏÒ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 
Ruth Sarna, 842-0230;  
Wilma Walker, 732-277-

5721;  
or Julie Holmberg,  

843-4187.  

mailto:pastorkerr@earthlink.net
mailto:louflessner@gmail.com
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Note: Trinity Council meetings are usually the last Monday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m., in the Social Room, except for December when the Council 
often does not meet. Members of the congregation are welcome at meetings, 
and there is a period for ñopen communicationò at each meeting for 
members to briefly share comments or concerns. Contact the Council 
President or any Council member if you have questions.  

Adult Faith Formation: Marianne Wilkinson 
Altar Care: Cheryl Taylor 
Arts & Environment:  Ward Scott (interim) 
Assisting Ministers: Susan Hadl (8:30 a.m.), 
Annielaurie Seifert (11 a.m.) 
Baptismal Coordinator: Julie Holmberg 
Endowment Fund: Harriet Shaffer 
Evangelism Chair:  
Finance Chair: Jim Cooper 
Financial Secretary:  Jane Warren 
Global Concerns Chair:  
Habitat for Humanity:  
Learning: Terelle Mock   
Lectors:  Kelly & Olivia Rice 

LINK: Carole Rehder 
Memorial Chair: Andrea Parson 
Personnel Chair: Sandy Cooper 
Property Chair: John Martello 
Social Concerns Chair: Deb Boatright (interim) 
Childrenôs Sunday School: Becky Maletsky 
Sacristan: Ruth Anne Polk 
Stephen Ministry: Ruth Sarna, Karen Hunt, Wilma 
Walker 
Stewardship:  
Ushers: Tami McNemee 
WELCA Officers: Karen Sanders, Carol Ann Salber, 
Cheryl Taylor 
Worship & Music Chair: Lou Flessner 

#ÏÕÎÃÉÌ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ 
/ǣÃÅÒÓȡ  Jacob Larson, president;  Jim Cooper, vice president; Brenda 
Albright, secretary;  Dan Warren, treasurer  

#ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ΤΡΣΪȡ  Kevin Boatright, Sandi Heline, Jacob Larson, Loren Maletsky, 
Jennifer Martello  

#ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ΤΡΣΫȡ  Jim Cooper, Sue Reeder, Carole Rehder, Dan Warren  

#ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ ΤΡΤΡȡ  Matt McNemee, Tami McNemee, Molly Olson-Kelly 

/ÕÒ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 4ÅÁÍ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓ 

Ushers: Ushers serve one Sunday a 
month. Call/email Usher Coordinator, 
Tami (Richards) McNemee, 816-225-
0109 or trrich320@yahoo.com.   

 

××× 

Coffee hour volunteers: set up coffee before 8:30 a.m. service. Clean up at 
12 noon. Cookies are in the freezer, or bring some. Sign-up at Welcome desk.  

××× 
 

Pet Pantry volunteers: please see page 6 for details on how you can help 
during the week or on Saturday mornings.  

 

 

 As a community of faith, we extend our faith outward in the world as 
part of our mission. Accomplishing this requires financial resources to provide 
for staff, facilities, and ministry support throughout the year. 
 If you havenôt returned a pledge card with the statement of your 
commitment to Trinity, please do as soon as possible. You can mail it to the 
church office, place in the offering plate, or leave at the display in the narthex. 
 Your support is appreciated as we plan for Trinityôs future.  
 

××××× 
  

 Boxes of 2019 Offering envelopes will be in the narthex soon. Please 
pick yours up, but do not use until January 2019. If you donôt find an envelope 
box with your name on it and you would like one, please contact Jane Warren, 
financial secretary, dcjqwarren@gmail.com, 402-658-2951.   

0ÌÅÄÇÅÄ 'ÉÖÉÎÇ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙȭÓ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ Ǫ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ  

'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ΨΦΧή $ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ )Î  
0ÌÅÁÓÅ .ÏÔÅ $ÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓ 
7ÈÅÎ -ÁËÉÎÇ /ǟÅÒÉÎÇÓ 
 Please see that your 2018 
donations are received by the church 
by Dec. 31, or postmarked by this 
date if mailed, according to IRS 
guidelines.  
 The day you date your 
check only counts as 2018 giving IF 
it is received by the church or post-
marked in 2018.  
 Please also note the church 
office is closed Dec. 24-25. 
 Questions? Contact Jane 
Warren, dcjqwarren@gmail.com, 
402-658-2951.   

mailto:trrich320@yahoo..com


 ɉ4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ !ÄÕÌÔ ,ÉÆÅÌÏÎÇ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇɊ ÉÎÔÏ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 
S   ï Conference Room ï Meeting at 9:45 a.m., in the Conference Room to begin the 
Augsburg Adult Bible Study unit on ñOur Love for God (Deuteronomy, Joshua, Psalms, Matthew, Luke, 
Phillipanns, 2 Thessalonians, James, 2 John).ò 
Library ï  The Life Enrichment class meets at 9:45 a.m. 
Social Room ð The Adult forum class meets at 9:45 a.m., to study the book, In Search of Belief, by 
Sister Joan Chittister.   
2  M  ð Womenôs Book Study meets for a potluck at 6:30 p.m., studying This Child of Faith.  
T  ð Tuesday Morning Bible group currently meets at 10 a.m., in the Conference Room, to 
study the Beatitudes.  For information,  contact Julie Holmberg. 
T  ð Bible Study meets Thursdays at 10 a.m., in the Chapel. They are studying The Great 

Courses video series on the Old Testament.  

4 

-ňőȭŖ &ňŏŏŒŚŖŋŌœ "ŕňńŎŉńŖŗ is Saturday, Dec. 1, at 8 a.m., 
at the HyVee  at 6th & Monterey. 
 

-ňőȭŖ .ŌŊŋŗ /Řŗ is Monday, Dec. 
10, at Spin! Pizza, 6th & Wakarusa 
(NW corner). Contact John 
Wilkinson, 842-7073, for details. 
All men of Trinity are invited to 
menôs group events.  

Put info in 
LaDonnaôs box 

(by womenôs restroom in 
office wing) or email 

llatchinson@tlclawrence.org. 
 

Please note this deadline is a few 
days earlier than usual to 

accommodate the days when the 
office is closed for the  
Christmas holiday.  

$ÅÃȢ ΣΡ 

T ô  T  S  will have their 

annual Christmas party Sunday, Dec. 9, after the 11 a.m. 
service, at Perkins Restaurant, 23rd and Ousdahl.    
 Please bring a wrapped gift (value $10) for the gift 
exchange. Questions? Please see Cheryl Olsen, or Vicki 
Julian, vscrjules@sunflower. com. 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ 
Sunday, Dec. 16  

during the 11 a.m. service 

4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ (ÅÌÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ "ÅÌÌ-2ÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ 3ÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ !ÒÍÙ  
 Trinity Social Concerns has organized 
two days for volunteers to help with the 
annual Salvation Army Bell-Ringing.  
 Trinityôs location is the Dillonôs at 6th 
& Lawrence Ave. You can sign up at the 
Welcome Desk for one or more hours Dec. 3 
and Dec. 4, from 4-7 p.m., each day. Two 
volunteers are needed for each one-hour time slot. 
 Questions? See Keela Meiers, 
keelameiers@gmail.com. 

(ÁÖÅ 9ÏÕ 4ÁËÅÎ 9ÏÕÒ 2-$ 9ÅÔ ÆÏÒ ΤΡΣΪȩ 
 If you are 70 1/2 years or older,  and havenôt taken your Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) yet for 2018, you can make a contribution 
directly to Trinity for this. 
 Simply tell your plan administrator to make the transfer directly to 
Trinity as a ñQualified Charitable Distributionò (QCD). You can transfer up to 
$100,000 a year to charities of your choice. Your gift is transferred directly to 
TLC, so it is not reported as taxable income and counts toward your minimal 
distribution requirements for 2018. 
 If doing so, please start the process as early as possible to be finalized 
by year-end. Your gift still counts for 2018 if the order was given in 2018 even 
if we receive it in 2019, but it makes our bookkeeping so much easier and 
ñcleanerò if the transfer is directed AND received in 2018!  
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7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %,#! 
M   M  ð  
 

Coordinating Council: Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 9 a.m., in the Conference Room.   
 

Sewing/Work Day:  Meets Wednesday, Dec. 12, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., with a potluck meal at 12 noon, 
Social Room.  

 But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 

beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing 

that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

  

 Scottish minister Alexander 
Whyte was known for his uplifting prayers in the 
pulpit. He always found something for which to be 
grateful. One Sunday morning the weather was so 
gloomy that one church member thought to himself, 
"Certainly the preacher won't think of anything for 
which to thank the Lord on a wretched day like this." 
Much to his surprise, however, Whyte began by 
praying, "We thank Thee, O God, that it is not always 
like this." 
 You see, there is always a way to thank God, 
even in the worst of circumstances. Where there's a 
will, there's a way. Let's experience a true happy 
thanks giving this month  - let's will to thank God, 
and do it happily! 
 We are thankful for our faithful Stephen 
Ministers and their commitment to ministry! If you or 
someone you know needs a friend to walk beside 
them during some turmoil in their life, contact one of 
the Stephen Leaders! Our Stephen Ministers are 
specially trained to have listening ears and caring 
hearts.   
 Blessings to you for a grateful month ahead! 
 

Ruth Sarna   842-0230 
Karen Hunt   840-9930                             
Wilma Walker   732-277-5721 

       (ÁÐÐÙ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇȦ 
Worthy Devotions 

 Thank you  

to everyone who helped in any way 
 with the WELCA Christmas is  

Coming! Sale Nov. 17.   
�i �� To all the bakers for preparing such tasty 
baked goods -- we had 23 pies to sell this 
year!  

�i �� To Georgia Lehman for making cinnamon 
rolls to sell.   

�i �� To those who donated items, helped price, set 
up, sell, sort and straighten tables, and 
especially to all who came and bought items.   

  

 Thanks especially to workers the day of 
the sale:  Cheryl Taylor, Beryl Kaufman, Marcia 
Johnson, Deb Black, Annielaurie Seifert, Kelly 
Rice, Sue Reeder, Kay Carl, and Karen Sanders.   
We couldn't have done it without all of you!!   
 Money raised will go toward women's 
and children's ministries internationally, 
nationally, and locally - actual amount and actual 
agencies to be determined soon.  THANK YOU.   

 
Harriet Shaffer & Carol Ann Salber  

7%,#! 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ 'ÉÆÔ $ÒÉÖÅ 
&ÏÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ  

 The annual collection of gifts 
for the children served by Douglas 
County tiny-K has begun!  
 The Trinity Women of the 
ELCA have a ñMitten Treeò in the 
narthex ð each mitten has a gift 
suggestion for one of the children 
served by this organization (along with 
the childôs age). Select mitten(s), 
purchase the gifts listed, and return the gift to the church in a 
gift bag (the organization asks that you please do not wrap 
the gifts).   

Deadline for the gifts is Dec. 9. 
 It is very important to bring the gifts to the church on 
time so tiny-Kôs staff can pick them up and deliver to the 
families for Christmas. If you select a mitten and cannot get 
the gift, please contact Karen Sanders, 785-542-3105, or Carol 
Salber, 785-842-3225, as soon as possible so WELCA can 
purchase the gift in plenty of time. 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ  
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃȢ ΣΥ  f   ΨȡΥΡ ÐȢÍȢ 
 

A Potluck at Bella Sera  
4500 Bob Billings Parkway 


