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P: Pastor       A: Assisting Ministers       C: Congregation 

 
PRELUDE 

“People Look East”        arr. Dale Wood 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all 

our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have 

honored you with our lips, but have harmed our 
neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war 
within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire 
to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering 
last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw 
near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us to 

follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

P:  God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember 
our sin no more. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your 

sins are forgiven. 
C:  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN 
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying     ELW 436 

 



GREETING      
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
You call all nations to walk in your light 
and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 

for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 
Rouse us from sleep, 

that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN 

Light One Candle     ELW 240 Verse 1 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY       

P:  Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of 

our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 

☩ THE WORD ☩ 
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The 
LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
 The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 



PSALM:  Psalm 25: 1-10 
Refrain (first, organ; second, cantor; third, congregation): 

 
Tone:  

 
 1 To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you;  
    let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame |  
      who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation;  
      in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. R 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and |  
    my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and  
      for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 10 All your paths, O LORD,  
    are steadfast | love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and  
      your | testimonies. R 



SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all 

the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 
10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 
faith. 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you 

increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 
 The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW p. 188 

 



GOSPEL:  Luke 21: 25-36 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 

and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon 

the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 

with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and 
all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 

for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 
  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 

down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 

this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 
35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face 
of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great 

place to be. Amen. 
 
SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
People, Look East     ELW 248 

 
 
 



NICENE CREED      
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and  
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from  

God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the  
Father; through him all things were made. For us  

and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin  
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he  

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered  
death and was buried. On the third day he rose  
again in accordance with the scriptures; he  
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right  

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to  
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom  
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

and glorified, who has spoken through the  
prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness  

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:  …  Lord, in your mercy,       

C:  receive our prayer. 
P: … in the name of Jesus Christ.   
C:  Amen. 
 

PEACE      
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C: And also with you. 

 

☩ THE MEAL ☩ 
 
CHORAL OFFERING 

“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”  arr. K. Lee Scott 
Susan Hires, Soprano 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
A:  Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your 
creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve 

one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
No checkbook? Scan the box to give online!    
Or visit, or use the Give+ app on your phone 
 

 
 
 
 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      
P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Life up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 
at all times and places give thanks and praise … we praise 

your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     ELW p. 190 

 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 
pray. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
You may commune where you are seated with the 
elements you brought with you, or you may come forward 

from the center aisle and Pastor will place, in your open 
hand, a wafer which you may then dip into either the silver 
chalice of wine or the ceramic chalice of grape juice held 

by the assisting minister. After you have dipped the bread 
into the chalice, you may return to your seat by the side 
aisle, or walk up to the altar and kneel for more prayer and 

reflection.  



LAMB OF GOD     ELW p. 191 

 
 
DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace.  
C:  Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this 
meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now to 
welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 

 

 



☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

BLESSING      

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine 
on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN 

The King Shall Come     ELW 260 

 
 
DISMISSAL      
A:  Go in peace, follow Jesus.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

“Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying”  arr. Grimoaldo Macchia 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Readings and Psalm: Sunday, December 8, 2024 
Malachi 3: 1-4 
Luke 1: 68-79 

Philippians 1: 3-11 
Luke 3: 1-6 
 

Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; 

Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. 
OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

Assisting Minister:  Ryan Devlin 
Lector:  Susan Hadl 
ASL:  Sunnie Planthold  

Cantor:  Susan Hires 
Acolyte/Crucifer:   
Children’s Message:  Sandy Cooper 

Altar Care:  Alita Cooper, Susan Hadl, Emily Fetsch 
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Nursery:  Morgan Sponholtz, Dustin Struble 


